
 

 

THE GATHERING 

The service of worship begins with the prelude; quiet is requested as you enter  
the sanctuary and prepare for worship. In the spirit of Christian fellowship,  
we invite you to wear a name tag which is available from the greeters. As a 
community that prays with and for one another, we invite you to share your  
joys and concerns by using the blue cards available from the ushers and in  
the welcome pad folders. Those parts of the Service of Worship in which the 
congregation participates in word or song are noted in bold type.              
   Please stand as you are able. 

PRELUDE Partita on “Veni Emanuel” James Woodman 

INTROIT Advent Responsory Brooks 

I look from afar: and lo, I see the power of God coming, and a cloud covering the  
whole earth. Go ye out to meet him and say:  Tell us, art thou he that should come to 
reign over thy people Israel? High and low, rich and poor, One with another, go ye out  
to meet him and say: Hear, O thou shepherd of Israel, thou that leadest Joseph like  
a sheep. Tell us, art thou he that should come? Stir up thy strength, O Lord, and  
come to reign over thy people Israel.  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to  
the Holy Ghost. 

* CALL TO WORSHIP: 

 Leader: God calls to the heavens above and to the earth below. 

 People: Our God is coming, but not in silence. 

 Leader: Our God, the Almighty, speaks. 

 People: God summons us from the ends of the earth. 

 Leader: God says: "Gather to me my faithful ones." 

 People: We gather for our God is coming. 
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* HYMN (insert)     Lo, He Comes with Clouds Descending  Helmsley 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS          

CALL TO CONFESSION   

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

God of hope, after the feasting of Thanksgiving our hearts, bodies, 
and spirits are still lethargic.  We want to slumber and rest.  Yet  
you call us to be awake and alert for the coming of your Son.  Help  
us to focus on the work that you have placed before us.  Keep our 
hearts open to ways of serving you by serving others.  We ask this in 
the name of the One whom we await, Jesus Christ, our Lord and  
our Savior. 

PRAYERS OF SILENT AND INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Leader: Friends, believe and proclaim the Good News:  
 in Jesus Christ, love breaks through hatred, hope breaks 

through despair, life breaks through death. 

People:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, loved, and set free.   
Thanks be to God!  Amen. 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE   
             Michael, Heeyoung, and Eli Bales  

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE (all sing) 

Rejoice, rejoice.  Emmanuel shall come to thee O Israel. 

THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 

* WORDS OF INSTITUTION 



 

 

* THE APOSTLES’ CREED  (in unison) 

 I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 
 And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by 
 the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
 Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the 
 third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and 
 sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence 
 he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy 
 Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the 
 forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 
 everlasting.  Amen. 

QUESTIONS OF INTENT 

PRAYER  

THE BAPTISM OF MILES KING RHINEHART-WILLIAMS 

PRAYER 

 Pastor:  Eternal God, we praise you for calling us to be a servant people 
... Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom we give honor and glory 
forever. 

 People:  Remind us of the promises given in our own baptism, and 
renew our trust in you.  Make us strong to obey your will, 
and to serve you with joy; for the sake of Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  Amen. 

PRESENTATION OF BIBLE 

* EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

 Leader: Let us open our hearts to one another as Christ has opened             
 his heart to us, and God will be glorified. 

 People: The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

(Exchange Signs of Reconciliation and the Peace of Christ with your 
neighbor - e.g., “The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”  

Response - “And also with you.”)         

+ Children and Youth leave for their Classes. + 



  

 

THE WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

FIRST LESSON  Isaiah 40:1-8     

RESPONSE           E’en So Lord Jesus       Paul Manz 

Peace be to you and grace from him who freed us from our sins, 
who loved us all and shed his blood that we might saved be. 
Sing holy, holy to our Lord, the Lord, Almighty God, 
who was and is and is to come, sing holy, holy, Lord! 
Rejoice in heaven, all ye that dwell therein, 
rejoice on earth, ye saints below, for Christ is coming soon! 
E’en so, Lord Jesus, quickly come, and night shall be no more; 
they need no light nor lamp nor sun, for Christ will be their all. 

SECOND LESSON             Jeremiah 23:5-6 

* RESPONSE            Watchman, Tell Us of the Night               Hymn 20    

THIRD LESSON            Zechariah 9:9-10                      

RESPONSE O Pray for the Peace of Jerusalem    Herbert Howells 

O pray for the peace of Jerusalem. They shall prosper that love thee. Peace be 
within thy walls and plenteousness within thy palaces.       PSALM 122: 6, 7 
 

FOURTH LESSON          Matthew 24:36-44 

SERMON                           “The End of Hope”       Rev. Richard S. Hong 

OFFERTORY The Lord Will Come Henry G. Ley 

The Lord will come and not be slow, his footsteps cannot err; 
before him righteousness shall go, his royal harbinger. 
 

Truth from the earth, like to a flower, shall bud and blossom then; 
and justice, from her heavenly bower, look down on mortal men. 
 

Rise, God, judge thou the earth in might, this wicked earth redress; 
for thou art he who shalt by right the nations all possess. 
 

The nations all whom thou hast made shall come, and all shall frame 
to bow them low before thee, Lord, and glorify thy Name. 
 

For great thou art, and wonders great by thy strong hand are done: 
thou in thy everlasting seat remainest God alone.       WORDS: JOHN MILTON, 1648 

 



 

 

* THE DOXOLOGY                   Old Hundredth 
  

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise God all creatures here below.   
 Praise God above, ye heavenly host.  
 Creator, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

PASTORAL PRAYER  

     THE CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

THE INVITATION 

THE GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Pastor:  Lift up your hearts. 
People:  We lift them to the Lord. 
Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
Pastor:  Eternal and ever-living God...    

    . . . who forever sing to the glory of your name. 

SANCTUS 568 (choir and congregation)                                         Weaver 

Pastor: Holy God, in Your mercy . . . 

   . . . Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

People:  Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 

Pastor: We take this bread and wine and joyfully celebrate this  
Holy Sacrament. ...  And now, with the confidence of  
the children of God, let us pray: 

People:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in  
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us  
our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the  
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 



  

 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

Listen! I am standing at the door, knocking; if you hear my voice and open the door, 
I will come in to you and eat with you, and you with me.  —Revelation 3:20 

All who trust in Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior are invited to  
participate in this celebration. 

BREAD: To be taken individually, symbolic of your personal  
commitment to God through Jesus Christ.  

CUP: Please wait until all are served, symbolic of your  
corporate belonging together in the body of Christ.   
Grape juice is the fruit of the vine used in our  
celebration of the sacrament. 

COMMUNION Dearest Lord Jesus  J. S. Bach 

Dearest Lord Jesus, oh why dost Thou tarry? 
Come now for I am of waiting so weary, 
Come now and comfort my heart in despair. 
Take me from misery, sorrow and care.  
 

Deck thee, oh deck thee, meet garment prepare thee. 
Keep thy lamp burning, and oil ever near thee,  
Ready, oh faithful one, fit for the feast.  
At midnight call for thee, oh wedding guest. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

THE SENDING OUT 

* HYMN 9 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  Veni Emmanuel  

* BENEDICTION 

* CHORAL AMEN 

POSTLUDE Wake, Awake for Night is Flying Karg-Elert 

Our worship ends with the conclusion of the Postlude. (It is the custom of our church to 
remain seated. Those who wish to leave may do so.) 

 

*     *     *     *     * 



 

 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Isaiah 40:1-8 (NRSV) 
 Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. 2Speak tenderly 
to Jerusalem, and cry to her that she has served her term, that her  
penalty is paid, that she has received from the Lord’s hand double for 
all her sins. 3A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the 
LORD, make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 4Every valley 
shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the une-
ven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. 5Then the 
glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together, 
for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 6A voice says, “Cry out!” And I 
said, “What shall I cry?” All people are grass, their constancy is like the 
flower of the field. 7The grass withers, the flower fades, when the breath 
of the LORD blows upon it; surely the people are grass. 8The grass  
withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God will stand forever. 
 

Jeremiah 23:5-6 (NRSV) 
 The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will raise  
up for David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal  
wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 6In his 
days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety. And this is the 
name by which he will be called: “The LORD is our righteousness.” 
 

Zechariah 9:9-10 (NRSV) 
 Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter  
Jerusalem! Lo, your king comes to you; triumphant and victorious is he, 
humble and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 10He 
will cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the war horse from Jerusa-
lem; and the battle bow shall be cut off, and he shall command peace 
to the nations; his dominion shall be from sea to sea, and from the  
River to the ends of the earth. 
 

Matthew 24:36-44 (NRSV) 
 “But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels 
of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37For as the days of Noah 
were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38For as in those days 
before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in 
marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 39and they knew nothing 
until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the coming 
of the Son of Man. 40Then two will be in the field; one will be taken 



  

 

WELCOME TO OUR WORSHIP  

If you are visiting us, an especially cordial welcome is extended. Please  
take a moment to fill out the Visitor Card in the blue folder at the end  
of your pew. Bring the card with you to the Welcome Center at Coffee & 
Conversation where you will receive a Welcome Bag and your choice  
of a gift book. We have Welcome Bags for children, too.  
 
Ushers for this Sunday’s service are: Ray Arons, Captain 
    Norma Francis         Leida Rivera            Beverly Sheriff              Lois Strauss  
  
Today’s Communion Servers are:   

    Norma Francis  Audrey Harrison             Sara Lee   
    Linda Moats   Lois Strauss       Candy Urena 
 
Today we are pleased to celebrate the Baptism of Miles King Rhinehart-
Williams, born December 22, 2012 to Justin McLaughlin-Williams and  
Robyn Rhinehart-Williams.  Miles is the grandson of FPC member Beverly 
Rhinehart and her husband Naseby (Pete) Rhinehart, Jr., and Charles  
Williams and Janet McLaughlin-Williams. 
 
The Lay Assistant this morning is Martha Dawson. Martha has been a 
member of First Presbyterian Church since she moved to New Jersey in  
1994. Her daughters, Katie and Lauren Bigler, attend Leonia High School  
and are active in the Youth Group. Martha is a member of the Chancel Choir 
and serves as Treasurer of The Presbytery of the Palisades. She works as  
the Executive Director of the Jewish Community Center of Fort Lee.   
Martha, Peter Bigler, and their daughters live in Leonia. 
 

and one will be left. 41Two women will be grinding meal together; one 
will be taken and one will be left. 42Keep awake therefore, for you do not 
know on what day your Lord is coming. 43But understand this: if the 
owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was 
coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house  
be broken into. 44Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man  
is coming at an unexpected hour. 
 

*     *     *     *     * 








